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MAKING OUR VOICES HEARD

Voting: a right and responsibility

Canadian Catholics are being called upon as citizens to exercise their right to vote. The Church encourages and
reasserts its belief in “the political freedom and responsibility of citizens.”! By exercising their right to vote,
citizens fulfill their duty of choosing a government and at the same time send a clear signal to the candidates being
presented by the political parties.

Political candidates are citizens too. In addition, they assume responsibility for the well being of the public. Their
commitment and dedication are a generous contribution to society’s common good. Indeed, the purpose of the
political community is the common good.? What is the common good? It is “the sum of those conditions of ...
social life whereby people, families and associations more adequately and readily may attain their own
perfection.”

Examples of the application of Catholic moral and social teaching

The following are examples of how Catholic moral and social teaching is to be applied. They do not constitute a
political platform but a magnifying glass by which to analyze and evaluate public policies and programs.

1. Respect for life and human dignity: from conception to natural death
Choosing life means:

e Demanding the right to life for even the smallest among us — the human embryo and the foetus —
since they too belong to the human family, while also providing assistance to pregnant women facing
difficulties;

e Respecting the life and dignity of the dying, accompanying them until their natural death and
promoting greater access to palliative care;

e Raising our voices against practices like physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia, which deny the
intrinsic value of human life, endanger the lives of vulnerable people, and threaten to morally
compromise medical professionals;

e Protecting all persons from being exploited by biomedical technologies;

e Rejecting capital punishment;

e Defending and caring for individuals in all circumstances, beginning with the poorest and most
vulnerable;

e Supporting and accompanying individuals with disabilities, the elderly, the sick, the poor and those
who are suffering.

What do the political parties say about these issues? What positions are the candidates taking?
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